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Next meetings
6-7 November 2019 (click  here

for the draft agenda)
11-12 November 2019
21 November 2019

Click here for the LIBE Committee
meetings provisional planning for
2019 (2nd part)

Words by the Chair 
Throughout the 40 years in which the European Parliament has been
electorally legitimised by the vote of the European citizens, being the
only directly democratic institution in the European architecture, it has
grown bigger and stronger. This is reflected not only in the legislative
powers but also in the scrutiny and   parliamentary control of the
Commission, including the shaping up of the Commission itself. The EP
involvement in the hearings process implies that without the institution’s
consent, the Commissioner-designate cannot be confirmed.

 
We are encountering difficulties like never before mainly due to the structure of the
Commission as designed by its President-elect, Ursula von der Leyen. It has taken much
time, energy and combined efforts to get this machine going.
 
Having said that, I, as a Chair of the LIBE Committee, only hope that this hearing process
will result in a College of Commissioners fully committed to resume the work of the European
Commission without delay, especially in the Justice and Home Affairs areas, where so many
challenges are ahead of us. As a reminder, LIBE carried out no less  than 20% of the EP
trilogues in the last parliamentary term, showing what a committed lawmaking committee it is.
 

Juan Fernando López Aguilar
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Highlights of the Month

Search and Rescue - 3 October 2019

On 3 October 2019, marking the sixth anniversary of the Lampedusa
shipwreck, the LIBE Committee held a public hearing on Search and Rescue
in the Mediterranean. Following presentations by Michael Shotter, Director
for Migration, Protection and Visa of Commission DG Home, Tamás Molnár,

European Agency on Fundamental Rights (FRA), Captain Carola Rackete, Sea-Watch,
Captain Andrea Tassara, Italian  and Executive Director Fabrice Leggeri,Guardia Costiera
Frontex, the discussion addressed the different issues arising in the context of search and
rescue. Some of the main problems brought up by the members were related to the
definition of ‘place of safety’, as well as the status of Libya in relation to such definition.
Moreover, members expressed concerns regarding the relations between the EU and Libya,
specifically when it comes to assistance programmes, and communications with Frontex.
The decriminalisation of humanitarian assistance by NGOs and the revision of the
Facilitation Directive were also main points of discussion. A draft resolution on this matter
was debated in plenary and put to the vote on 24 October, but was rejected with 288 votes in
favour, 290 against and 36 abstentions.
 

 

 

 

 

5th JPSG meeting

The fifth meeting of the Joint Parliamentary
Scrutiny Group on Europol (JPSG) took place on
23-24 September 2019 in the European
Parliament in Brussels. More on this in page 5...

EPPO

The European Chief Prosecutor will be Ms Laura 
Codruta Kövesi, after the agreement reached by 
the European Parliament and the Council of the 
European Union. More on this in page 6...

 

 

http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/libe_2019_october/libe-1st-heading-standard-picture.gif
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Hearings of Commissioners-designate

Ylva JOHANSSON
On 1 October, the LIBE Committee  Ylvaheard
Johansson, Commissioner-designate, who
was nominated for the Home Affairs portfolio. It
was the only hearing for which LIBE held sole
responsibility. Prior to the hearing the
Commissioner-designate had responded to
seven written questions, five of which were
specifically on home affairs. During the
hearing, in her opening statement, Ms

Johansson provided Members with some background on her
political career in Sweden including on her position as
government coordinator of the migration and integration situation
in Sweden in 2015. Subsequently, issues of the entire Home
Affairs portfolio were covered by the twenty five questions asked
by Members of the LIBE Committee.
 
Ms Johansson proposed a fresh start on migration and asylum
through a New Pact on Migration and Asylum, without, however,
going into details on how this would look like or could be
achieved. As regards the Schengen area, she qualified the return
to a fully functioning Schengen area without internal borders as a
key priority. In the area of internal security, Ms Johansson replied
that she would aim to further improve cooperation and exchange
of information between law enforcement authorities and to build
trust.

Věra JOUROVÁ
On 7 October 2019, LIBE and the Committee
on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO) organized the

 of Věra Jourová, Vice President-hearing
designate for Values and Transparency, in
association with JURI, while CULT and the
Committee on Petitions (PETI) were invited.
 
In her opening statement, Ms Jourová outlined
her three priorities for the coming years,

namely: improving the way the European democracy works,
including the appointment and selection of EU leaders; working
on EU values notably upholding the rule of law and media
freedom; and defending fundamental rights in the EU. Many
Members particularly welcomed the importance Ms Jourová
attaches to constant dialogue with the Parliament and her strong
support for the Parliament’s right of initiative in accordance with
the commitment made by the President-elect Ursula von der
Leyen.
While Members appreciated her commitment to the EU’s
accession to the European Convention of Human Rights, some
Members called for a more ambitious approach to the issue of
Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPP) and
more pressure on Member States to ban the selling of passports.
 

Margaritis SCHINAS
On 3 October 2019, the LIBE Committe and
the Committee on Culture and Education
(CULT) jointly  the public hearing ofheld
Margaritis Schinas, Vice President-designate
for ‘Protecting our European Way of Life’, in
association with the committee on Employment
and Social Affairs (EMPL).
 
Mr Schinas has extensive experience both as

an MEP and as a long-serving senior Commission official across
a wide range of policy areas. Before the three-hours hearing, the
Vice-President-designate had provided answers to eight written
questions, three of which had been presented by CULT and three
by LIBE on their respective areas of competence. Following his
opening statement, Mr Schinas answered the questions
addressing his mission including “Skills, education and
integration”, “Finding common ground on migration” and the
“Security Union”. In his responses, he reaffirmed his commitment
to the European project and set out his objectives.
 
Mr Schinas explained that “people” are the crosscutting issue of
his portfolio and that he was thrilled to be designated to
overcome the present policy silos and to connect them for better
outcomes for citizens. Some Members expressed concerns that
the cooperation with the other Commissioners could be
hierarchical and difficult to be scrutinised by the Parliament. The
most controversial issue proved, however, to be the title of his
portfolio.
 

Didier REYNDERS
The LIBE Committee and the Committee on
Legal Affairs (JURI)  a public hearing onheld
Wednesday 2 October with Didier Reynders,
Commissioner-designate, who, subject to the
positive outcome of the nomination procedure,
will be responsible for the Justice portfolio.
 
During this hearing, the Commissioner–
designate mentioned that he would take all
actions to ensure that the rule of law is upheld

across the Union, including the swift establishment of the new
comprehensive European Rule of Law Mechanism and the
adoption of an annual Rule of Law report. He also clearly noted
that the respect for fundamental rights and as a general principle
for the values included in Article 2 TEU would be part of all
actions pertaining to his portfolio. Other commitments referred,
among others, to ensuring the full implementation of the General
Data Protection Regulation, to work within the first one hundred
days of his mandate on a horizontal approach on human and
ethical aspects of artificial intelligence, to put all efforts for EPPO
to be able to take up its functions by the end of next year, to
improve judicial cooperation by a proper implementation of the
EU legislation, to conduct an in-depth analysis of the European
Arrest Warrant system and to ensure its full application by
infringement proceedings, and to propose possible adjustments
of the system, if necessary. LIBE Members welcomed Mr
Reynders’ commitments, including those referring to cooperation
with the European Parliament as a whole and relevant
committees in particular.

 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191001-1430-SPECIAL-HEARING-4Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191007-1430-SPECIAL-HEARING-4Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191007-1430-SPECIAL-HEARING-4Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191003-1830-SPECIAL-HEARING-2Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191002-0900-SPECIAL-HEARING-2Q2
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Hearings of Commissioners-designate

Helena DALLI
On 1 October, the EMPL Committee and the
Committee on Women’s rights and Gender
equality (FEMM) jointly  the hearing of Helenaheld
Dalli, Commissioner-Designate for Equality. Prior
to the hearing, Helena Dalli had provided written
answers to a list of questions. During the hearing,

Ms Dalli committed to follow up on the implementation of the UN
Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). She
committed as well to try and unblock the process of accession to
the Istanbul Convention, or, if not possible, to propose EU
minimum standards on certain types of violence. She committed
to reform the victims’ rights Directive, as well as move the
horizontal Anti-discrimination Directive forward, including
ensuring equality for people with disabilities, LGBTI persons and
minorities.

Jutta URPILAINEN
On 1 October 2019, the LIBE Committee was
invited to the Committee on Development (DEVE) 

 of Jutta Urpilainen, Commissioner-hearing
designate for International Partnerships. Ms
Urpilainen’s portfolio covers comprehensive
partnerships with migrants’ countries of origin and

transit, and adapting bilateral funding to achieve the EU’s
objectives on migration management. The external aspects of the
migration policy are an important part of LIBE’s work concerning
measures on the entry and movement of persons, asylum and
migration. The LIBE committee welcomed, amongst others, Ms
Urpilainen’s commitment to ensure full compliance with
fundamental rights and rule of law principles and to keep the
European Parliament fully informed and involved at all stages of
the proceedings, before entering into external partnerships.

Margrethe VESTAGER
On 8 October 2019, the Committees on Indrustry,
Research and Energy (ITRE), on Economic and
Monetary Affairs (ECON) and on the Internal
Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)  theheld
hearing of Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice
President-Designate for “A Europe Fit for the
Digital Age”. LIBE was invited to this hearing. Ms

Verstager said thatclimate change and the digital transformation
would affect every aspect of our daily lives, pledging not to make
Europe more like China or the US, but more like itself, with strong
values and where markets work for people, particularly by
ensuring compliance with the fundamental rights. She reiterated
plans to present a Digital Services Act to upgrade liability and
safety rules for digital platforms and proposals on artificial
intelligence (AI) within the first one hundred days. She stressed
that a Europe fit for the digital age should ensure respect for
fundamental values of trust, humanity and fairness, namely the
fundamental rights and EU data protection legal framework, and
non-discrimination between EU citizens resulting from the use of
AI or digital tools. She also emphasised that to achieve this goal,
artificial intelligence systems should be designed and
implemented on the basis of “privacy by design and trust by
design”.

Documents adopted in LIBE
 
Opinon on the general budget of the European 
Union for the financial year 2020 - all sections
 
Report on automated data exchange with regard 

to vehicle registration in Ireland
 
Report on approving the conclusion by Eurojust of the 
Agreement on Cooperation between Eurojust and Serbia 
 

LIBE-related resolutions in Plenary

Report on automated data exchange with regard to vehicle 
registration in Ireland

Report on approving the conclusion by Eurojust of the 
Agreement on Cooperation between Eurojust and Serbia

 

 

 

 

Other portfolios within LIBE’s remit
LIBE was involved in the hearings of seven Commissioners,  in accordance with Annex VII of the EP
Rules of Procedure, Article 3 paragraph 3, either as the lead committee (for Ms Johansson on Home
Affairs), jointly (with JURI for Mr Reynders on Justice; with CULT for Mr Schinas on Protecting our
European Way of life; with AFCO for Ms Jourová on Values and Transparency), in association (with

FEMM and EMPL for Ms Dalli on Equality) or simply as invited (for Ms Urpilainen on International Partnerships with DEVE and for
Ms Vestager on A Europe fit for digital age with ITRE, IMCO and ECON).
 
LIBE could not be part of the hearings of other Commissioners holding portfolios covering areas falling under its remits, such as Ms
Goulard (Commisioner-designate for Internal Market, to be responsible for ), Mr Dombrovskis (Executivean e-privacy regulation
Vice President-Designate for An Economy that Works for People, to be responsible for anti-money laundering and countering the
financing of terrorist activities.), Ms Šuica (Commissioner-Designate for Democracy and Demography to be responsible for children’
s rights) or Mr Borell (High Representative/Vice President-Designate for A Stronger Europe in the World, to be responsible for EU’s
external dimension of migration and for EU border policies). The evaluation process of commissioner-designates has however no
impact on the sharing of competences between parliamentary committees as stated under Annex VI of the European Parliament’s
Rules of Procedure. This means that LIBE retains the right and the duty to further scrutinise activities carried out by holders of all
the portfolios relevant to its competences and those commissioners will be regularly invited to exchanges of views before the
Committee in the five years to come.

 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191002-1430-SPECIAL-HEARING-2Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191001-0900-SPECIAL-HEARING-4Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20191008-1430-SPECIAL-HEARING-2Q2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/LIBE-AD-639622_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2019-0003_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2019-0009_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2019-0003_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2019-0009_EN.html


 

 

LIBE newsletter - November 2019 page 4

3 Questions to Sophie in 't Veld, Chair of the Democracy, Rule of Law and 
Fundamental Rights Monitoring Group

1. Why was the working group set up by LIBE, what are its mandate and objectives?
 
The working group was initially set up following the murders of the investigative journalists
Daphne Caruana Galizia in Malta and Ján Kuciak in Slovakia. We undertook missions to
these Member States and spoke to government officials, journalists, civil society
representatives and EU agencies.
The good thing about the working group is that it can monitor on a rolling basis, keeping a
close eye on the situation. The work in the previous term resulted in an EP plenary resolution
on the situation in the two countries. It included recommendations to ensure more EU law
enforcement cooperation and better safeguarding of the Rule of Law overall.
In this new legislative term, the mandate is extended to also cover violations of democracy
and fundamental rights and the size of the working group has doubled.
 
2. What are your priorities as Chair?
 
First, we pick up on our work on Malta and Slovakia. The key is to assess to what extent the
Maltese and Slovak governments have followed up on the recommendations of our
resolution. Of course, at a later stage we can decide to add new situations to monitor. There
is unfortunately no lack of challenges to democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights in the
EU. I will lead a conversation in the coming weeks about which situations to prioritise,
together with the Members of the working group.
 

3. How do see the EP's role in the EU oversight of the Rule of law and EU values?
 
The EP is a great advocate for EU values. However, our approach is still somewhat haphazard and adhoc. We have Article 7
procedures, infringement procedures, monitoring instruments like the Justice Scoreboard or the Fundamental Rights Report, and of
course the DRF Monitoring Group. The optimal option would be to have a comprehensive Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental
Rights Pact, as the Parliament widely supported in 2016. This should be inter-institutional annual cycle, based on objective criteria and
with country-specific recommendations, and fully involving the EP.

Eu-LISA Mission

In the framework of the work carried out by the EP regarding EU
agencies, LIBE decided to organise a two-day mission to visit the
European Agency for the operational management of large-scale
IT systems in the area of freedom, security and justice (eu-LISA)
in Tallinn, Estonia.

This mission took place between 29 and 30 October 2019.

The mission's objective was to hold an in-depth exchange of
views on all issues related to the management of the agency in
line with its recently updated mandate, including its budget and in
particular its management of the Schengen Information System
(SIS), the Visa Information System (VIS) and Eurodac. The
practical use of these systems was further demonstrated by the
Estonian authorities. As a second part, the mission discussed
future challenges and projects which will be implemented by the
agency, including the Entry Exit System and ETIAS.

LIBE Mission to Eurojust

A one-day LIBE mission took place on 31 October 2019 at
Eurojust in The Hague. The three MEP delegation met with
Eurojust President Ladislav Hamran and members of Eurojust
college. This is the first LIBE visit under the new legislature, as
well as the first one after the adoption of the new Regulation (EU)
2018/1727 on Eurojust, applied from December 2019 onwards.

The mission represents a continuation of LIBE-Eurojust contacts,
such as presentation of Eurojust reports in LIBE, EP approvals as
regards Eurojust cooperation agreements with third countries and
visits by Eurojust to LIBE.

The mission provided an opportunity to discuss topics such as
implementation of the new Eurojust regulation, examples of
cases, financing of Eurojust from EU Budget, parliamentary
evaluation of Eurojust's activities by the EP and national
parliaments starting from 2020 onwards and novelties, such as
the indented to collect judicialCounter-Terrorism Register (CTR) 
information on ongoing criminal procedures for terrorist offences
and to identify coordination needs.

 

 

http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/libe_2019_october/eu-lisa.jpg
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/libe_2019_october/eurojust-1.jpg
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News from JHA Agencies

Frontex testing the future of border checks at Lisbon airport

Frontex together with Portuguese authorities are testing new
 of ascertaining biometric data for the purpose ofmethods

border control. This is done using technology described as
"Biometrics on the move". It offers new innovative ways to get
the biometric confirmation from passengers without having to
stand in long queues.

Frontex teams up with INTERPOL to track down foreign terrorist 
fighters

Frontex supported the implementation of the Neptune 2 sea
border operation  that resulted in thecoordinated by INTERPOL
detection of more than a dozen suspected foreign terrorist
fighters travelling across the Mediterranean.

EASO: Asylum applications up by 11%

EASO reported in September that until July 2019, the monthly
number of applications for international protection lodged in the
30 EU+ countries (European Union Member States plus Norway
and Switzerland) reached approximately 62,900, a 26%
increase compared to June. This is slightly higher than in July
2018 (59,375) and roughly the same as in July 2017 (62,040).

Since the start of the year, some 400,500 applications were
lodged in the EU+, up by 11% compared to the same period of
2018. These levels remain dramatically lower than during the
2015-2016 migration crisis. EASO replies to the increase
among others by addressing "The initial steps of the asylum
procedure" at the 9th EASO Consultative Forum Plenary
Meeting on 12 November 2019 in Brussels.

EUROJUST

A Counter-Terrorism Register (CTR) has been launched at
. It operates on a 24-hour basis andEurojust in September

provides proactive support to national judicial authorities, by
centralising key judicial information to establish links in
proceedings against suspects of terrorist offences. This
centralised information will help prosecutors to coordinate more
actively and to identify the suspects or networks that are being
investigated in specific cases with potential cross-border
implications. The CTR focuses entirely on judicial proceedings
and convictions and therefore will not overlap with the criminal
analysis carried out by Europol.

Eu-LISA: Preparation for the implementation of keys EU systems

On 20 September 2019, in Brussels, eu-LISA organised the second meeting of
, in collaboration with the Europeanthe informal Working Group for Carriers

Commission (DG HOME). The event facilitated the preparation of carriers for
the implementation of their obligations stemming from the legal framework as
stated in the Entry/Exit System ( ) and the European Travel InformationEES
and Authorisation System ( ) Regulations.ETIAS

Eu-LISA Annual Conference 2019

On 16 October 2019, eu-LISA hosted its 6th Annual Conference "The New
Information Architecture as a Driver for Efficiency and Effectiveness in Internal
Security", in Tallinn, Estonia. The conference was organised in cooperation
with the Finnish Presidency of the Council of the European Union.

 focused on the rapid changes in the area of freedom, securityThe conference
and justice brought about by digitalisation and the new information architecture
envisaged in recent legislative developments.

EUROPOL: Appointment of the candidate selected for the position of Deputy 
Executive Director

The LIBE Committee heard the Council's selected candidate on 5 September.
LIBE Coordinators agreed by a written procedure on a positive opinion on 6
September 2019. The opinion by the European Parliament was issued after
approval by the Conference of Presidents and on 24 October 2019, the
Council appointed Mr Jürgen Ebner as Deputy Executive Director of Europol,
for the period from 1 November 2019 to 31 October 2023.

FRA: Access to justice: Defendants need more information and better access 
to legal assistance

The FRA report on "Rights in practice: access to a lawyer and procedural
" tackles howrights in criminal and European Arrest Warrant proceedings

certain key criminal procedural rights are applied in practice. The report also
looks at European Arrest Warrants and to certain difficulties encountered in the
application. For this report FRA interviewed over 250 defendants and justice
professionals in Austria, Bulgaria, Denmark, France, Greece, the Netherlands,
Poland and Romania.
Unaccompanied children: guidance for returns in full compliance with EU and
international law
FRA's latest focus paper Returning unaccompanied children: fundamental

 looks at children who are not with their parent or primaryrights considerations
carer and may be subject to return procedures, and guides national authorities
when deciding whether to return unaccompanied children to their home
countries, underlining the importance of always considering the child's best
interests when deciding what to do.

Fifth JPSG meeting
The fifth meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group on Europol (JPSG) took place on 23-24
September 2019 in the European Parliament in Brussels. It was co-chaired by the Chair of LIBE, Mr Juan
Fernando López Aguilar and Ms Mari-Leena Talvitie, Head of delegation of the Finnish Parliament to the
JPSG. EP is represented in the JPSG by 16 Members. 64 National Parliamentarians participated in the fifth
JPSG meeting, representing 36 Parliaments/Chambers and 26 EU Member States. In addition to the debate
on the revision of the Rules of Procedure of the JPSG, which resulted in adoption of amendments introducing
the Danish Parliament as Member of the JPSG with limited rights, the meeting examined many concrete policy issues.
 
The keynote speech by Minister of Interior of Finland Ms Maria Ohisalo on the priorities of the Finnish Presidency focused on the
comprehensive security of the Union. The thematic debate dealt with Europol's information management priorities in 2019, together
with presentation of UMF3+ project. All documents of the meeting, including presentations and speeches can be found here.

 

 

https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news-release/frontex-testing-the-future-of-border-checks-at-lisbon-airport-DI84r4
https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news-release/frontex-testing-the-future-of-border-checks-at-lisbon-airport-DI84r4
https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news-release/frontex-teams-up-with-interpol-to-track-down-foreign-terrorist-fighters-9SedgZ
http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/press/PressReleases/Pages/2019/2019-09-05.aspx
http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/press/PressReleases/Pages/2019/2019-09-05.aspx
https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/News/Pages/Second-Working-Group-for-Carriers-Meeting-in-Brussels.aspx
https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/News/Pages/Second-Working-Group-for-Carriers-Meeting-in-Brussels.aspx
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2226&rid=1
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2018:236:FULL&from=EN
https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/News/Pages/Save-the-Date---eu-LISA-Annual-Conference-2019.aspx
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/criminal-proceedings-rights
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/criminal-proceedings-rights
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/returning-unaccompanied-children
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2019/returning-unaccompanied-children
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-other.html?id=20190911EOT03961
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Decisions to enter into interinstitutional negotiations

 

 

 

 

On 24 September, the LIBE Committee adopted decisions to enter into interinstitutional negotiations on nine different files. The
European Parliament adopted a first reading position on these files. The mandates were announced by the October mini-plenary.
These files include:

Temporary reintroduction of border control at internal borders, rapporteur Tanja Fajon (S&D)
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 767/2008, Regulation (EC) 

No 810/2009, Regulation (EU) 2017/2226, Regulation (EU) 2016/399, Regulation XX/2018 [Interoperability Regulation], and Decision 2004/512/EC and 
repealing Council Decision 2008/633/JHA, Rapporteur Paulo Rangel (EPP)

Community statistics on migration and international protection, rapporteur Jan-Christoph Oetjen (Renew)
Establishing an exchange, assistance and training programme for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting for the period 2021-2027 (the 'Pericles IV 

programme'), rapporteur Clare Daly (GUE/NGL)
Establishing the Rights and Values programme, rapporteur Alice Kuhnke (Greens/EFA)
Establishing the Asylum and Migration Fund, rapporteur Miriam Dalli (S&D)
Establishing, as part of the IBMF, the instrument for financial support for border management and visa, rapporteur Tanja Fajon (S&D)

JHA Council

The latest JHA Council meeting took
place on 7-8 October 2019 in
Luxembourg. The ministers continued
the discussion on the future of EU
security, including overall support for the creation of an
innovation lab at Europol and on how the EU can better
support Member States in detecting, identifying and
countering hybrid threats. The debate on the right-wing
violent extremism and terrorism concluded that more
concrete work needs to be done to tackle this threat.
Migration was discussed as well, with a particular focus on
the increase of arrivals in the Eastern Mediterranean and
the recent declaration between France, Germany, Italy
and Malta on temporary arrangements for disembarkation.
No agreement was however reached on the latter. The
Council adopted  for the 10th anniversary ofconclusions
the Charter of Fundamental Rights. Conclusions on

 were adopted as well, stressing the importanceEurojust
of the agency and need for adequate resources to face
new challenges posed by technological developments and
the threats resulting from the evolving security landscape. 
Ministers also exchanged views on the EU's action
against corruption and the presidency concluded there is
a clear majority in support of the EU becoming a full
member of the Council of Europe's Group of States
against Corruption (GRECO). The Council as well
reaffirmed the EU's commitment to accede to the ECHR.

EPPO: Agreement reached by the European Parliament and the Council 

According to Article 14 of the Council Regulation of 12 October 2017
implementing enhanced cooperation on the establishment of the
European Public Prosecutor’s Office (‘the EPPO’) “The European
Parliament and the Council shall appoint by common accord the
European Chief Prosecutor for a non-renewable term of 7 years”. On 4
February 2019, the Chair of the selection panel transmitted to the EP

and the Council the list of the shortlisted candidates, by order of preference: Ms Laura Kövesi first,
Mr Jean-François Bôhnert second and Mr Andrés Ritter third. On 20 February 2019, Coreper, in
view of the discussions with the European Parliament's representatives placed Mr Bohnert first,
followed by Ms Kövesi and Mr Ritter at a joint second place. Following a hearing of the shortlisted
candidates by the LIBE Committee organised with the collaboration of the CONT Committee,and
decision by both Committees, on 7 March 2019 the   Conference of Presidents decided that the
EP's candidate was to be Ms Kövesi and reaffirmed that position on 18 July 2019. On 24
September 2019 the European Parliament and the Council finally reached an agreement on the
name of Ms Kövesi, after five joint meetings of the negotiating teams of the two institutions. The
agreement on the appointment of Ms Kövesi as European Chief Prosecutor was formally approved
by the Council on 14 October and by the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament on
17 October. 

High-Level Conference on the 30 anniversary of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child -  20 November 2019 - European Parliament, Brussels.

The event is organised under the auspices of the President of the European Parliament, by the
LIBE and DROI Committees. Registrations are open until 10 November  or .here here for minors

Follow LIBE
www.europarl.europa.eu/libe/
https://twitter.com/EP_Justice

webstreaming
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